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How to Differentiate Yourself  
In Networking Circles 


Monday April 19, 2010 
 
 


• Article on Dr. Rob Sinnott from Dallas Business Journal 
• Vaccine Info from Dr. Mercola website 
• Mexico update 


 
 
Deborah Shames and David Booth wrote on this in Jan -Feb Networking 
Times  
1.  We must learn how to Differentiate Ourselves 
 a.  Passion, ability and experience is not enough. 
 b.  What if we know everything about Mannatech but can't be 
 effective sharing it? 
 c.  What if we have no idea what we do differently than our 
 competitors? 
 d.  What if we hold that our contacts have a negative perception of our 
 profession? 
 
2.  Speaking is the least expensive and most effective way of setting yourself 
 apart  
 a.  We do business with people we like, know and trust not those who 
 "ask for the close." 
 
3.  At BNI or other network marketing group meetings, you are asked to 
introduce yourself 
 a.  These are elevator speeches (how many other places do we use 
 elevator speeches?) 
 b.  Content:  First thing to consider:  what kind of business do you 
 want more of?   
  1)  Don't just make a laundry list of the products and services  
  Mannatech has to offer.   
  2)  Choose one that you feel will be most beneficial, or the most 
  attractive for that given group. 
   a.  Anti-aging 
   b.  Glyconutrients 
   c.  Skin Care 
   d.  Children’s Products 
   e.  Mexico, global expansion 
   f.  MannaRelief 
   g.  Malnutrition worldwide:  fight by fundraising 
   h.  Weight loss 







   i.   Real Opportunity 
  3)  Then take that one item and go deep (not wide).   
  The goal is to be memorable, not encyclopedic. 
 c)  Introduction to your talk:  Leave off "good morning, it is a pleasure 
 to be here," evening," "I have a story to tell you," "Thank you for 
 allowing me to present." 
  1)  jump right into your "brief, arresting opening." 
   a.  Grab a line from a current news story 
   b.  Relate an analogy, simile or metaphor 
   c.  Be creative and colorful...use descriptive words and  
   visual snapshots, and avoid generalities (ie    
   "situation”,” client," "problem"...and if you do this follow 
    with "such as..." to give specifics) 
  2)  Alternative would we to relate a client success story 
  Great success with this but you must "set the hook and keep  
  your audience or client engaged throughout." 
   a.  Act one:  Obstacle  
   Simply state the challenge your client was facing, what  
   was at stake and was it time sensitive. 
   The greater the obstacle, the more your audience is  
   engaged. 
   b.  Act two:  the Solution 
   Detail the services you perform to overcome the obstacle.  
   Use active, muscular verbs such as execute, designed,  
   partnered, or discovered. 
   People MUST see your value or you become a   
   commodity and then it is all about price. 
   Want them to see you as bright, complex problem solver, 
   creating a positive impression. 
   Can include what the client discovered. 
   c.  Act three:  the Benefit  
   This is what every potential business partner wants to  
   know. 
    "Because John made $2600 in his first month, he was  
   able to keep his house!" 
   For a dynamic close to your story, include the   
   unexpected benefit (the client realized not you!) 
 d.  Be authentic and personal 
  You establish credibility and trust.  Polished speakers are less  
  likely to achieve this than someone a little rough around the  
  edges.  
 








The movers and shakers  
of North Texas businessExecutivePeople


Mannatech, a nutritional and wellness company founded in 1994, has expanded internationally and grown to $300 
million-plus in revenue. Rob Sinnott, a biochemist and avowed fitness fanatic, recently assumed the role of 
co-CEO at Mannatech of Coppell with Stephen Fenstermacher, chief financial officer. Sinnott will con-
tinue as chief science officer, a role in which he has overseen the development and testing of some of 
Mannatech’s most successful products. Sinnott was interviewed by staff writer Christopher Cyrek.


DESCRIBE YOUR FAMILY. My wife, Ann, is a neuroscientist and a real sharp 
businesswoman. We have three sons: Kaz, Kameron and Kian.
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE CHILDHOOD MEMORY? I grew up in 
Pennsylvania, so I remember these fantastic snowy Christmases.
WHERE DID YOU GO TO SCHOOL? I went to Arizona State University, where 
I earned three degrees. I got my bachelor’s in science, a master’s in natural science 
and my Ph.D. in biochemistry.
WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST JOB AFTER COLLEGE? I worked as a biochemist for 
a biotech firm in Arizona.
DESCRIBE A LEARNING EXPERIENCE FROM EARLY IN YOUR CAREER. 
A startup company I worked for ended up going out of business because some 
of the original research behind it had been fabricated. I learned that you (have to) 
be certain you’re doing really high-quality research. For the record, it wasn’t my 
research.
WHAT DO YOU DO TO RELAX? I work out. I’ve always been a real gym rat. It 
leaves me feeling energetic.
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BEST BUSINESS DECISION? Going out and finding 
the best, most creative people to work with. I think that sort of pushes you up to the 
next level, and then you get to bring those people with you.
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR WORST BUSINESS DECISION? Selling a company 
out of desperation. It turned out to be a bad financial decision. I had lost interest in 
a company and decided to sell it to some investors that we didn’t have full faith in, 
and they ended up destroying the company.
OTHER THAN PEOPLE, WHAT IS THE BEST PERK OF YOUR JOB? Being 
able to interact with other people internationally. I travel quite a lot to speak in 
places like Tokyo, Australia and in the U.K. It’s made me more of a global citizen.
WHAT IS YOUR TOP CHOICE FOR A NEW CAREER? I would have loved to be 
a professional athlete, especially after watching the Winter Olympics. I’d like to try to 
be Shaun White. It looks like he’s having a lot of fun.
WHAT KEEPS YOU AWAKE AT NIGHT? The economy used to, but I’ve sort of 
come to accept it. There’s not a whole lot I can do to change the macroeconomy. 
My wife told me to stop listening to BBC News before going to sleep, and that’s 
helped. My blood pressure has gone down a couple of points.
WHAT ARE YOUR GREATEST STRENGTHS? I have a lot of technical strengths, 
but I think my management style is a huge asset. I work with a wide variety of 
people. I try to understand people and work with them where they’re at.
WHAT ARE YOUR GREATEST WEAKNESSES? I tend to worry a lot, and 
that can lead you down the wrong path. Dealing with your imaginings instead 
of reality too much means you’re always looking to the next moment instead of 
enjoying this one.
WHAT ARE YOU READING NOW? Right now I’m reading “Juicing the Orange.” 
It’s about applying creativity and innovation into business. I also read The Economist 
cover to cover every week. I read Harvard Business Review regularly.


WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO? Whatever the 
boys are playing at the moment. I don’t even know 
anymore. I used to listen to alternative in college 
— grunge music. Bands like Pearl Jam, Nirvana, 
Soundgarden.
WHAT SORT OF SCIENTISTS HAVE 
INSPIRED YOU? I always have had a real 
admiration for people who do theoretical physics 
and astrophysics. It’s hard to wrap your head 
around that stuff. It’s so out there, but I try to 
follow it, even if I don’t really understand it. (I’m 
inspired by) scientists like Stephen Hawking.
WHAT INTERNATIONAL CITIES APPEAL 
TO YOU? My family and I absolutely love 
Vancouver. We lived there for a couple of 
years, and we’ll probably move back someday. 
Sydney and Perth in Australia are also both 
really beautiful.
WHAT HAS SURPRISED YOU ABOUT 
BEING A CO-CEO? It’s been pretty recent 
(December 2009). What has surprised me is 
how easily it’s worked out. Sharing responsi-
bilities can be a real challenge, but it’s been 
a great experience. You’re putting two minds 
together, and I think a lot of companies will 
be moving to that sort of arrangement in 
the future.
HOW DO YOU APPROACH HANDLING 
GLOBAL REGULATIONS? Most other 
countries, their regulations are stronger 
than they are here in the U.S. When you’re 
dealing with Canada, Australia or the U.K., 
their regulations are very strict. So we build 
our products to their standards, which really 
benefits us in the long run. 
WHAT MANNATECH PRODUCTS HAVE 
YOU HELPED DEVELOP? We’ve developed 
a lot of great technology. We’ve developed 
Real Food Technologies, (which) uses natural and 
organic components. It’s the first all-natural vitamin. 
Most vitamins and minerals you buy at the pharmacy are synthetic. 


ccyrek@bizjournals.com | 214-706-7113
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A wholesome mix
FACE T IME


M
ICHAEL SAMPLES


Reprinted for web use with permission from the Dallas Business Journal. ©2010 all rights reserved. Reprinted by Scoop ReprintSource 1-800-767-3263.


MARCH 19-25, 2010


DR. ROB SINNOTT BRINGS A SCIENTIST’S INSIGHT TO A SHARED CEO 
ROLE AT MANNATECH, A GLOBAL NUTRITIONAL AND WELLNESS COMPANY








One million U.S. children, and about 30 million worldwide, 
have already received GlaxoSmithKline’s Rotarix vaccine. 
Now a research team has discovered it is contaminated with 
“a substantial amount” of DNA from a pig virus. 
What is pig virus DNA doing in a vaccine intended to prevent 
rotavirus disease, which causes severe diarrhea and 
dehydration? 
It’s anybody’s guess, although CNN reported that 
GlaxoSmitthKline detected the substance in the cell bank 
and the seed used to make the vaccine, “suggesting its 
presence from the early stages of vaccine development.” 
It is actually common for vaccines to contain various animal 
matter, including foreign animal tissues containing genetic 
material (DNA/RNA), but even FDA Commissioner Dr. 
Margaret Hamburg told CNN: 
"It [Pig virus DNA] should not be in this vaccine product and 
we want to understand how it got there. 
It's not an easy call and we spent many long hours debating 
the pros and cons but, because we have an alternative 
product and because the background rates of this disease 
are not so severe in this country, we felt that the judicious 
thing to do was to take a pause, to really ask the critical 
questions about what this material was doing in the vaccine, 
how it got there." 
Disturbing Findings in Rotarix and Two Other Common 
Childhood Vaccines 
Dr. Eric Delwart is the researcher who, along with 
colleagues, made the discovery of contamination in Rotarix. 
Their intent was reportedly to “show that live attenuated 
vaccine only contained the expected viral genomes and no 
other,” but what they found told a different story. 
Using new technology to test eight infectious attenuated viral 
vaccines, the results showed three of the vaccines contained 
“unexpected viral sequences”: 
1. A measles vaccine was found to contain low levels of 







the retrovirus avian leukosis virus 
2. Rotateq, Merck’s rotavirus vaccine, was found to 


contain a virus similar to simian (monkey) retrovirus 
3. Rotarix (GlaxoSmithKine’s rotavirus vaccine) was found 


to contain  “significant levels” of porcine cirovirus 1 
So in their tests, nearly 40 percent of the vaccines they 
tested contained viral contaminants. The implications of 
these findings on the alleged safety of the vaccine supply 
remains to be seen, but clearly there is contamination 
occurring that was a complete surprise to researchers, 
health officials and vaccine manufacturers alike. 
As Barbara Loe Fisher, founder of the National Vaccine 
Information Center (NVIC), said in her commentary on the 
Rotarix contamination issue:  
“There are lots of questions about how the manufacturer of 
Rotarix vaccine and the FDA both missed the pig virus DNA 
contaminating the original seed stock and all doses of 
Rotarix vaccine given to more than one million American 
children in the past few years. 
Is there state-of-the-art technology that is being used by 
private laboratories but not by drug companies and the 
FDA? 
Why did the independent team of scientists, who found the 
contamination, notify the vaccine manufacturer first rather 
than also immediately reporting their finding directly to the 
FDA? 
What about the significance of finding bird viral DNA in 
measles vaccine and the monkey viral DNA in RotaTeq 
vaccine?” 
There are clearly a lot of unanswered questions right now. At 
the very least, it certainly makes you wonder what other 
“unknown” contaminants are lurking in vaccines. At worst, 
we could be injecting children with substances that could 
potentially cause serious health problems down the road. 
Animal Ingredients Common in Vaccines 







You should know that it is very common for vaccine 
manufacturers to use cells from animals and birds in their 
manufacturing process. 
To put this in perspective, Barbara Loe Fisher has explained 
what animal material is par for the course in manufacturing 
the Rotarix vaccine for your children: 
“Rotarix is a genetically engineered vaccine that GSK 
created by isolating human rotavirus strain infecting a child 
in Cincinnati and using African Green monkey kidney cells to 
produce the original viral seed stock from which all Rotarix 
vaccine has been made. 
In the FDA licensing process, Rotarix had to meet certain 
FDA standards, that included demonstrating the vaccine was 
not contaminated with, for example TSE (Transmissable 
Spongiform Encephalopathy or “mad cow” disease, a brain 
wasting disease) or with cow viruses because bovine (cow) 
serum was used to prepare the original viral seed stock.  
Porcine trypsin, an enzyme in the pancreatic juice of a pig, 
was also used to make the viral seed stock.” 
So the fact that Rotarix contains animal material is not a 
surprise … it’s the type of animal material, an unexpected 
variety, that has even the FDA raising their eyebrows. 
Why it’s Dangerous to Have Various Animal DNA in 
Vaccines … 
Both the FDA and GlaxoSmithKline spokespeople continue 
to state that no safety risk has been uncovered from the 
contamination, at least not yet. 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases at the National Institutes of Health, 
said “a substantial amount” of the DNA was found in the 
vaccine. But, he stressed, “there is no evidence that it 
causes any disease. … There is no evidence that it ever 
does anything.” 
Dr. Paul Offit added, “The PCV1 virus they found is an 
orphan virus, i.e., it is not associated with disease”. 







Of course there are no studies provided or have ever been 
done to show this, it doesn’t stop them from making these 
statements without any facts to back up their safety 
assurance, despite the fact that SV40 from monkeys has 
been associated with cancer in multiple studies. 
History has shown that it can indeed be very dangerous 
when an animal virus unintentionally enters the vaccine 
supply. 
During the 1950s and 1960s, the polio vaccine, which is still 
given in the United States, typically four times during a 
child's first 16 months of life, was widely contaminated with 
the monkey virus, SV40, which had gotten into the vaccine 
during the manufacturing process (monkey kidney cells, 
where SV40 thrived, were used to develop polio vaccines). 
In lab tests, the virus was found to cause several different 
types of cancer, including brain cancer, and now SV40 is 
showing up in a variety of human cancers such as lung, 
brain, bone and lymphatic. 
According to the authors of The Virus and the Vaccine: The 
True Story of a Cancer-Causing Monkey Virus, 
Contaminated Polio Vaccine, and the Millions of Americans 
Exposed, leading scientists and government officials turned 
their heads to repeated studies showing that SV40 was in 
the vaccine, and even today some well-known agencies are 
still dismissing study results. 
The virus is even showing up in children too young to have 
received the contaminated vaccine, and some experts are 
now suggesting the contaminated virus may have been in 
the polio vaccine up until as late as 1999. 
It is because of risks like this that Barbara Loe Fisher said: 
“With mounting evidence that cross-species transfer of 
viruses can occur, the United States should no longer be 
using animal tissues to produce vaccines.” 
This is also the same reason why Donald Miller, a cardiac 
surgeon and professor of surgery at the University of 







Washington, suggests in his more User-Friendly Vaccination 
Schedule that if you choose to get your child vaccinated 
against polio, you request only an inactivated (dead) virus 
vaccine that is cultured in human cells, not monkey kidney 
cells.  
The United States no longer uses the live oral polio vaccine, 
so parents don't really have to ask for the injected version. 
However, if you live internationally, this is still an issue. 
Are the Benefits of Rotarix Worth the Risks? 
Even without a potential contamination scare, there are 
serious risks to every vaccine. So before vaccinating you 
really need to be certain that the benefits will outweigh those 
risks. 
In the case of Rotarix, along with RotaTeq (a similar vaccine 
made by Merck), the benefits are very questionable, 
especially if you live in the United States or another 
developed country. 
Rotavirus is very contagious and does cause more than 
500,000 deaths in young children each year, but this is 
mostly in developing countries. In the United States, 
rotavirus is responsible for only “several dozen” deaths a 
year, according to Hamburg. 
Typically, when a child in the United States contracts 
rotavirus, and most do, only rest and fluids are required to 
recover. This infection also provides natural immunity that 
will protect your child for life. 
As NVIC writes 
“The CDC estimates that, by age 3, almost every US child 
has had a case of rotavirus. Once a child has been infected 
with a strain of rotavirus, he or she develops antibodies and 
is either immune for life or has a milder case if infected with 
that same strain in the future. 
Most healthy children, who are infected with several strains 
of rotavirus in the first few years of life, develop lifelong 
natural immunity to rotavirus infection.” 







The rotavirus vaccine, meanwhile, has shown little benefit for 
rotavirus rates in the United States. According to NVIC: 
“Today, even though almost all US infants receive vaccines 
for rotavirus, and despite efforts to improve the management 
of childhood rotavirus-associated diarrhea, hospitalizations 
of children in the U.S. with the disease have not significantly 
declined in the past two decades.” 
Along with showing little benefit for a disease that is typically 
entirely treatable with fluids and rest, a recent drug review by 
the FDA found that Rotarix is associated with a significant 
increase in pneumonia-related deaths in children, compared 
to a placebo.  
So with this particular vaccine, children are taking on serious 
risks with what appears to be very little benefit -- and that 
was before the contamination was uncovered. 
The moral of the story? 
Whatever you do, please do your homework before 
subjecting your children to any vaccine. A great way to get 
started is to simply use the Search Feature at the top of 
each of my Web pages and search my site as it contains a 
litany of research on vaccine safety, and the lack thereof. 
 





